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INTRODUCTION 
 

In March – May 2015 a consortium composed of four organizations (People’s University 
of Kočevje (Lead partner) (SI), Development and Education Centre Novo mesto (SI), 
Amalipe Center for Interethnic Dialogue and Tolerance (BG) and FormAzione Co&So 
Network – Consorzio scs (IT)) carried out a survey within the project “Early Marriage – 
Culture or Abuse?” financed by DG Justice of the European Commission 
(JUST/2013/DAP/AG/5556). The survey has been based on the perception that early 
marriages are not a consistent and unchangeable part of the Roma culture, they are not a 
question of specific “Roma” tradition and its overcoming will not endanger the Roma 
identity. The aim of the survey was to map the situation of early marriages in Bulgaria, 
Slovenia and Italy and mark trends and tendency in the development of this 
phenomenon compared to previous studies as well to the situation of majority 
population. 

According to the project design a sample follow-up survey took place almost a year later 
(February – March 2016). The aim of the second survey was to make a snapshot of the 
issue in the palces where interventions had been taken, although a big sustainable 
change in attitudes and practices can be tracked after a longer period of time than just a 
year. 

The survey team followed exactly the same methodology as during the first round in 
order to have comparable results. The survey has used the method of random sampling. 
The interviewer has asked only ONE person in a HOUSEHOLD (all the people living in 
one building and sharing one and the same budget). This should have been the person 
with the closest birth date. No person under the age of 14 was to be questioned. In 
order to make comparisons and follow the tendencies, the questionnaire from the first 
round was used. Some of the questions were taken away (those where no change could 
occure for such short period of time and that were not that important for cross-cutting 
analyses) but no new questions had been added.  

Participants were selected as recommended in the methodology guidelines, in order to 
maintain the causality of the sample. All the interviews were conducted individually, 
face to face and in the setting of the houses of the participants, with the presence of a 
male Roma mediator to interview the men and a female for the women. 

Thanks to the past experience and to this year of door to door visits, most of the people 
selected for the interviews were aware of the project, its objectives and activities, so 
their feelings towards the questionnaire were more positive and their approach more 
relaxed. 
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RANGE OF THE SURVEY 
 

As mentioned above the second round of the survey took place in February - March 
2016 and covered 163 respondents in total (71 questionnaires in Slovenia, 45 
questionnaires in Italy and 47 questionnaires in Bulgaria).  

 

 

 

In Slovenia, the survey was carried out in Roma settlements, where Roma mediators are 
active. The respondents of the survey were families, family members, visited by the 
Roma mediators in the framework of monthly “door-to-door” visits, living in Roma 
settlements in SE of Slovenia: Kočevje and Ribnica area  (Trata, Mestni log, Željne, Marof, 
Lepovče, Goriča vas) as well as in the Novo mesto area (Brezje, Šmihel, Otočec, 
Šentjernej, Vejar). 

In Bulgaria, as mentioned above the second round of the survey took place in February - 
March 2016 and covered 47 respondents in Bulgaria in the settlements where the first 
survey and the project activities took place (Gorna Oryahovitsa, Strazhitsa, Vinograd, 
Pavlikeni, Stambolovo, Byala Cherkva, Batak) 

In Italy the mediators conducted the interviews in almost all the areas involved in the 
first phase of the research, in detail: 

 “Poderaccio” camp: little more than 100 prefab houses and 15 interviews done 

 Quartiere 3, Quartiere 4 and Quartiere 5: rented apartments and ERP apartments 

and 22 interviews done; 

 Guarlone: little village with 10 prefab houses and 8 interviews done. 

43% 

29% 

28% 

No of respondents in the second survey 

Slovenia Bulgaria Italy
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RESULTS FROM THE SURVEY 

SLOVENIA 

DEMOGRAPHIC AND STATISTIC DATA 
The majority of the respondents live in separate houses, followed by the respondents, 
living in poorer housing conditions, barracks or similar. 

 
Graph 1: Type of dwelling 

 
 
 
The analysis of a question “How many rooms a household uses?” shows an 
average of 2,6 rooms. 
 
Graph 2: Number of rooms, used in a household 
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The survey included 71 representatives of Roma communities of South East of Slovenia, 
31 (43,7%) men and 40(56,3%) women. 
 
Graph 3: Respondents by gender  

 
The majority of the respondents was between 19-29 years old (47,9%), followed by the 
respondents aged between 30-39 years (28,2%). All respondents identified themselves 
as Roma. 
 
Graph 4: Respondents by age  

 
 
 
The large part of the respondents, 46 or 64,8%, did not complete their primary-school 
obligations. 23 of the respondents (32,4%) finished the primary school successfully. 
Two (2,8%) respondents completed secondary school or were enrolled in a university. 
 
Graph 5: Respondents by achieved education level 
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MARRIAGES AND PARTNERSHIPS  
The analysis of the respondents’ marital status shows that the majority of the 
respondents (30 or 42,3%) live with a partner without being married. The second place 
represents a group of 15 respondents (21,2%), married traditionally. Based on 
conversations with the respondents, both groups can be gathered, since for most of 
Roma the terms “married traditionally” and “living together without any form of 
marriage” are equally understood. The survey includes 14 (19,7%) single persons and 6 
officially married persons (8,5%). 
 
Graph 6: Respondents by marital status 

 
 
 
52 (86,7%) respondents stated to be in a relationship for the first time. 4 (6,7%) 
respondents had at least one relationship, 2 of them were in a relationship more than 
once. 
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A little less than 60% of the respondents started to live with a partner for the first time 
between 14 and 18 years of age, followed by the persons started a relationship at the 
age of 18-24.  
If compared by gender, more women (70%) than men (50%) had their first relationship 
in the age between 14 and 18 years. Around 30% of women and a little less than 50% of 
men had their first relationship aged between 18 and 24 years.   
A comparison between the respondents’ age, when starting cohabitation for the first 
time and their education level shows that more persons decides to live with a partner 
for the first time at the age between 14 and 18 years.  
When looking for a link between the respondents’ age when starting their first 
relationship and their education level the picture is not clear due to a small sample. But 
taking into account the findings of the first survey, showing that more than half of the 
women at the age between 14 and 18 years had no education or did not completed 
elementary-school obligations, the link can be confirm.  
 
Graph 7: Age when starting to live with a partner for the first time 

 
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY PLANNING 
56 (78,9%) of the respondents are parents. The remaining 15 persons (21,1%) have no 
children (are single). The majority of the interviewed parents has 3 children (17 or 
30,4%), followed by the parents with 1 child (12 or 21,4%) and by the parents with 4 
children (11 or 19,6%). The interviewed parents have 2,6 children on average. 
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Graph 8: Number of children 
The comparison 
between the 
number of 
children and the 
education level 
indicates that 
the share of 
person with 

completed 
elementary 

school is higher 
among parents 
with one child 
than for those 
with 3 children 
or more. 

The comparison between the number of children and living conditions (number of 
rooms used in a household) implies a smaller number of children (1 or 2 children) in 
families with better living conditions (greater number of rooms used). Families, where 
only one or 2 rooms are used, have more children. 
53 out of 56 parents replied to the question about the age of getting the first child. 23 
(43,4%) of those respondents became a parent for the first time at the age between 14 
and 18 years. 16 (30,2%) respondents got their first child between 18 and 20 years of 
age and 14 (26,4%) of them above the age of 20. None of the respondents became a 
parent before the age of 14. The only significant connection can be indicated between 
the age of getting the first child and living conditions of the respondents. More than ¾ of 
the interviewed persons, becoming a parent at the age between 14 and 18 years, are 
using 1, 2 or 3 rooms at most. Approximately 60% of the respondents, becoming a 
parent at the age between 18 and 20 years, are using 3 rooms are more.  
 
Graph 9: Age when getting the first child 
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10 interviewees are already grandparents. On average, these respondents have 5 
grandchildren (with the smallest number of grandchildren 1 and the highest 12). The 
youngest interviewed person, being a grandparent, became the first grandchild at the 
age of 33 years and the oldest at the age of 45.  
 
31 women and 30 men replied to the question about the use of the contraceptive 
methods. Firstly, the majority of women (13 or 41,9%) never uses any contraception. 
The answer that the contraception is the responsibility of a partner (man) was indicated 
as the most common reason (8). As the second most used type of contraception the 
women indicated the withdrawal method of contraception (coitus interruptus) (9 or 
29,0%). It can therefore be concluded that the women from this group also expect of the 
partner to take the responsibility for using contraception. The use of birth control pills 
as a contraceptive method was chosen by 6 or 19,4% women.  
A comparison between birth control methods used and achieved education level shows 
that more women, who never uses any contraceptive methods, did not complete 
elementary school.  
The larger share of men (22 or 73,3%) replied, they never use any contraceptive 
methods. Interestingly, as women, the majority of those men replied that the 
contraception is the responsibility of a partner. In this group a clearer link between the 
contraceptive methods used and achieved education level can be seen. As many as 16 
men didn’t complete elementary school.  
As the second most used birth control method the men indicated the use of condoms (4 
or 13,3%) and the withdrawal method of contraception (coitus interruptus) (3 ali 
10,0%). 
When 
looking for a 
link 
between use 
of 
contraceptiv
e methods 
and living 
conditions 
among men, 
¾ of 
interviewed 
men uses 
one or 2 
rooms.  
 
Graph 10: 
Use of 
contraceptiv
e methods 
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The majority of the interviewed persons (37%) states that information on birth control 
methods can be obtained at medical centres (from medical staff), followed by the 
internet (22%) and television (15%).  
The analysis indicates a high level of confidence in medical staff regardless of 
respondents’ gender. The replies to this question set also indicated that information on 
contraceptive methods is not shared either within or provided from the family/family 
members (brothers, sisters) or from friends. It is also interesting, that the schools had no 
significant role in providing this kind of information. 
As found out from informal conversations with the representatives of Roma 
communities, parents and their children feel embarrassed when talking about 
reproductive health, contraception, sexuality (sexual development), although the sexual 
activity is not kept in secret (many families use one sleeping room). 
 
Graph 11: Where to get information about contraception 

 
 
The analysis of the first survey already indicates a close link among early births, use of 
contraceptive methods, education level and living conditions. As follows from the 
survey, the Roma representatives with completed elementary school and good living 
conditions decide to start a family at later age.  
In debates we found out, that the majority of Roma women becomes aware of and talks 
about contraception when becoming pregnant.  
The perspective of interviewed Roma on early parenthood doesn’t seem to be 
completely negative. The age of 15 years is not considered as appropriate age to be 
sexual active and to become a parent (to the question “What do two young teenagers in 
love, aged 14 and 15 years, have to do, if wishing to make sex?” more than 70% of 
respondents answered to wait until they become 18 years old. On the other hand, the age 

8.9, 9% 0.7, 1% 

8.9, 9% 

3.4, 
3% 

37.0, 37% 

2.7, 3% 

21.9, 22% 

15.1, 15% 
1.4, 1% 

in my family (parents and
elderly people)

from my brothers/ sisters

from friends

at school

from medical staff

at other specialized
meetings and lectures

from internet

from television

no place



 
 
 
 

 

12 
 

of 16 years is more acceptable, if taking into account that around 50% of the 
respondents had the first sexual relation between the age of 16 and 18 years. 
Furthermore, when asked about the usual age of girls and boys for getting married in 
their communities, more than half of the interviewees indicated the age around 16 years.  
 

ATTITUDES TOWARDS PARTNERSHIP 
 
To the question “What should two teenagers at the age of 14-15 years do, if they want to 
have sexual intercourse?”, the majority of the respondents (42 or 60%) answered they 
have to wait until the age of 18 years. On the other hand, 16 (22,5%) respondents think, 
they can have sexual intercourse if they’re in love with each other. A similar attitude 
towards early relationship can be seen by the answers to the question “What should the 
couple of 14 and 15 years old teenagers do, if their parents do not allow them to start 
living together?”. Namely, a bit less than 50% of the respondents shared the opinion to 
wait until the age of 18 years and around 50% were of an opinion that having sexual 
intercourse at this age is acceptable if being in love in each other or that the young couple 
will do what they want.  
 
In South East of Slovenia, Roma communities do not practice arranged marriages, but 
the type of marriages called “elopements”. When asking about the type of marriage, 
where “girl’s parents ask boy’s family for the money, if their daughter is a virgin before the 
marriage” or “the girls and the boy should elope if the boy’s parents do not have the money 
asked from the girl’s parents”, the respondents expressed their opinion that they’re not 
familiar with that kind of marriage or that this is not a practice in their cultural 
environment. 
The proof of not knowing, not being familiar with or not practising arranged marriages, 
where the parents play a determinative factor in choosing the partner for their child, 
were already the respondents’ answers to the question “what should two teenagers in 
love at the age of 14-15 years do, if they want to have sexual intercourse”. The answers did 
not confirm a decisive importance of the parents when deciding about that issue. When 
asking, “Who should give the young couple the permission to get married?”, the majority 
(43%) is of an opinion no special permission of the parents is necessary (“nobody 
decides”). A great percentage of the respondents also agreed that it is not up to the 
parents who should arrange the marriage of their children” (93%) and that the parents 
can not decide “whom their child should marry” (94%).  
Furthermore, when asked, “What should a young girl do, when told by her parents that 
they have found an appropriate husband for her?”, 41% of the respondents selected the 
option to ask the parents not to marry her yet because she is still young. Some 28% 
respondents selected the option “to run away” and 30% the option “this is not a practice 
here (in our community)” or “she should do what she wants”.  
 
Although Roma communities in SE of Slovenia are not familiar with arranged marriages, 
they do find the parents’ opinion on the child’s future partner important. When asking, 
“Who should give the permission to get married?”, 35% of the respondents replied that 
“the parents should decide together”. 
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Hereby, to stress out again, that the parents’ role is more in sharing their opinion about 
a boy or a girl (what do the members of the community know about him/her or his/her 
family) than in forcing a child to marry or arranging a marriage.  
The same attitude of the respondents toward arranged marriages or the role of the 
parents as a “decision-maker” is represented also in the first survey.  
Based on the results a patriarchal model of decision-making in the Roma community in 
SE of Slovenia can not be confirmed. When expressing opinion on “Who should be taking 
care of the family budget?”, 76% of the respondents shared the opinion that this should 
be a responsibility of both, a man and a woman. A shared responsibility was also 
indicated (over 90% of the respondents) when asking, “Who should be taking care for 
bringing up children and their education?”.  
 

VALUES 
When comparing different responses regarding the age for starting sexual relations a 
cross-consistency can be found. In summary, 59% of the respondents believe that two 
teenagers in love at the age of 14-15 years should wait with sexual relations until the age 
of 18. They should wait to have sex, since they’re still too young and would not know what 
to do to enjoy it or how to protect themselves, was the opinion of 69% of the interviewed 
persons. Around 94% of the respondents do not approve sexual relations before the age 
of 14; 90% of the respondents find it appropriate to have sexual relations before the age 
of 18 and some 87% to have sexual relations before marriage. 
The results of the follow-up survey support the results of the first survey. 
 
Table 1: Attitude towards sexual relations in early age 
Ivancho and Marijka live in two neighboring houses. They have known each other 
since they were born. When they become 14 – 15 they suddenly find out that they 
are in love with each other and want to make sex. What do they have to do? 

 

Ask their 
parents for 
permission  

Wait until 
they 
become 18 

They can 
make 
sex if 
they are 
in love 

They can 
make sex only 
if they are 
married  Other  

 4% 59% 23% 0% 14% 
 Why they should wait to have sex? 

First they have 
to do a 
wedding 

They have 
to finish 
school 

They 
are still 
young – 
they 
would 
not 
know 
what to 
do to 
enjoy it 

They are still 
young – they 
would not 
know how to 
protect 
themselves Other  They don’t need to wait. 

0% 7% 11% 59% 8% 14% 
Do you think is appropriate: Yes No I don’t now 
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to have sexual relations before the 
age of 14 6% 94% 0% 
to have sexual relations before the 
age of 18 90% 7% 3% 
to have sexual relations before 
marriage 87% 9% 4% 
 
 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Future prevention work: 
As for the first survey, the interpretation of the follow-up survey results has to be 
considered in the light of historical features of Roma resettlements in Slovenia, cultural 
specificities of various Roma groups, living in Slovenia, and in the light of legislation 
governing marriage relations and sexual integrity of minors. The questionnaire of the 
follow-up survey were performed only in the SE region of Slovenia, among Roma groups 
(also known in Slovenia as the “indigenous” Roma), living on the territory of Slovenia 
since 15th century and practicing a special form of early marriage – so-called 
“elopements”. 
 
a) As for the majority population, the trend of living rather in a nuclear than extended 

family can be seen also among Roma.  
b) The number of children in Roma families is declining, if compared with the past 

trends.  
c) When a child decides to start a relationship, the parents do not have a decisive 

influence on her/his decision.  
d) To start a relationship, becoming sexual active under the age of 14 years is not 

acceptable for the vast majority of interviewed Roma.  
e) Living conditions are still a major problem and, as seen from the survey, a 

determining factor in connection with low education level or early cohabitation.  
f) The analysis of the follow-up survey confirm again the connection among education 

level, living conditions, age when starting cohabitation (age when having the first 
child) and family planning. 
The most respondents started their first relationship between the age of 14 and 18, 
followed by the persons aged from 18 to 24 years, followed by the person, starting a 
cohabitation for the first time at the age between 18 and 24. A greater share of 
women started their relationship until the age of 18 and smaller share above the 
age of 18 years, when compared to men 

g) Taking into account the results of a relatively small sample of the follow-up survey 
and the findings of the first survey results a connection between achieved education 
level and age when starting the first relationship is seen. More than a half of the 
interviewed women aged between 14 and 18 years did not complete primary 
school. The respondents with higher education tend to start a family at later age.  

h) A close link between living conditions and age when starting the first relationship 
can be concluded. The respondents, living in poorer living conditions, start a 
relationship, become sexually active and consequently, become parents at a young 
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age. As follows from the results, the higher the number of children in a family, the 
poorer the living conditions a family is living in.  

i) Poor living conditions in connection with low education level also indicates a 
limited use of contraceptives.  

j) Family discussions about sexuality seems to be a taboo topic. Such information is 
supposed to be provided by the medical staff. 

 
As already mentioned the findings of the first and of the follow-up survey clearly 
indicate a close (causal) links between poor living conditions, achieved education level 
and age of first cohabitation. Therefore, this interlinks have to be taken into account 
when measures and other political decisions on reducing and preventing early 
marriages are to be taken at local/regional/national level.  
It is of a high importance to provide information on issues where a lack of knowledge 
was identified (e.g. birth control methods, increase educational motivation). To insure a 
tailored approach in providing such knowledge, raising interest in and awareness for 
specific issues, a close cooperation between different institutions has to be establish 
from educational institutions (primary schools, adult education centres), medical 
centres, centres for social work, police, NGO, local government to the representatives of 
Roma community. Such a pool of professionals, having expertise and competences in 
various fields, can ensure an experienced and qualified support for any measures ought 
to be taken and consequently, more successful integration.  
If taken as an example from the findings of the survey, a high level of confidence was 
expressed towards medical staff for providing information on contraceptive methods. 
Short tailored lecturers or workshops have to be organised in Roma settlements by the 
professionals (accepted among Roma) on the reproductive health issues. Hereby, it is 
worth mentioning that both genders, men and women, should be taken into account 
when preparing education materials for raising awareness on early marriage issues. 
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BULGARIA 

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENTS 

During the second round of the survey the diversity of settlements and groups was 
deliberately observed. The profile of respondent’ settlements is also very diverse: from 
people living in small villages to people living in small towns. There are no big cities in 
the region. Two towns have been covered. In one of them Roma live in a separate 
neighbourhood with living conditions and standards below the minimum; in the other, 
they inhabit a mixed neighbourhood with an average for the community standard of 
living.  

The survey included 13 men and 34 women. As mentioned above a deliberate goal of 
survey was to present the whole diversity of the Roma population living in the region. As 
a result in included 15 persons who identify as Roma, 12 who identify as Millet, 17 who 
identify as Rudari, and 3 who identify as Bulgarians. 

 

 

 

Regarding age, the survey included predominantly people within 19 and 49 (72.34 % of 
all the respondents) but covered also the other age groups. 
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The educational profile of the respondents also gives an interesting snapshot of the 
region. 74.47 % have at least primary or higher education. Although the number of 
respondents is too small to be able to draw any wide conclusions, we might say that 
even this limited in scope snapshot follows the general tendencies in the Roma 
community regarding education: raising the level of education, even among the most 
disadvantaged (like Millet) and the most traditional (like Burgudjii) groups, and at the 
same time still lower level of education among Roma girls and women compared to 
Roma men. 
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MARRIAGES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

As stated in the report about the first round of the survey, the civil marriage increases its 
importance in the Roma community. The results from this round support the tendency. 
According to the survey, almost 20 % of the respondents share they have official court 
marriage. At the same time almost 37% of the married respondents declare that they are 
living together without any kind of marriage. However, further interviews carried out by 
the community moderator rather point that most of these answers refer to a community 
type of marriage (which is not always considered traditional) but still there is a 
ceremony although partly modernized. ¾ of the answers that the marriage was 
performed by a religious leader are from a Christian Roma (Rudari) community and 
most probably refer to a church ceremony. However, since in Bulgaria it is impossible to 
have a church ceremony without an official one, most probably these couple have been 
married in court as well. In this case, the answer rather point that people give more 
weight to the religious ceremony than to the official one but perceive the latter as a 
necessity.  

0.00%
5.00%

10.00%
15.00%
20.00%
25.00%
30.00%
35.00%
40.00%

5.88% 5.88% 

17.65% 20.59% 
23.53% 23.53% 

2.94% 

7.69% 

0.00% 
7.69% 

30.77% 

15.38% 

38.46% 

0.00% 

Educational status of respondents 

women

men



 
 
 
 

 

19 
 

 

On the basis of the survey, we can make the conclusions that marriage/cohabitation in 
the Roma community from the region is quite stable since more than 2/3 of the 
interviewees (66.16%) claim that this is their first marriage and they are still living with 
their first spouse. 
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9.52% 

24.76% 

47.62% 

10.79% 

At what age have you started living with a partner (2015) 

The age of starting a marriage/ cohabitation presents an interesting phenomenon. The 
survey confirms the tendency already traced by previous studies for raising the year of 
starting a cohabitation. The research carried out by Center Amalipe in 2010 outline the 
age of 18.4 – 18.8 average year for starting a cohabitation, while the most common age is 
17.1 The present survey not just confirms this tendency but shows clear increase in this 
direction. 47.62 % of the respondents during the first survey pointed that they have 

starting living with a partner between 18 and 24 years old. The second round of the 
survey can’t show a big development, but it helps us have a detailed and more in-depth 
view to the issue. Usually those who have married by the age of 18 are either young 
people (in the age group 19 – 29) from the Burgudjii group in Gorna Oryahovitsa, or 
people from next generation (30 – 39) from the town of Strajitsa and the villages of 
Batak, Stambolovo, and so on. This shows that the tendency for an early marriage is 
slowly changing but it is more advance in the Millet group, where the young generation 
is already getting married after the age of 18, while the Burgudjii who are one of the 
most traditional Roma group are still practicing early marriage (mainly, in order to 
preserve the virginity of the bride before the “marriage”). Therefore, during the project 
this Roma group was one of the focus. However, changing traditions is a conservative 
and slow process and changes can be visible just after a generation. Nevertheless, the 
project team considers the project activities as a good basis for changing this harmful 
traditional practice. 

Clear pattern however can be seen regarding education and early marriages. The 
educational level of the respondents is the most significant and distinctive factor for the 
early start of informal cohabitation and marital life. The increase of the age of first 
cohabitation and first marriage is in direct correlation with the level of education. The 
higher the educational level is, the later marital and non-marital partnerships start. 
During the first survey 60 % of the people with elementary or non-completed 
elementary education start family before the age of 14 and 81.31% of the people who 
have been married by the age of 18 have elementary or primary education. On the 

                                                 
1
 Center Amalipe. Preventing Early Marriages, 2011 



 
 
 
 

 

21 
 

contrary, almost 40% of the people who have married after turning 18 (37.56%) have 
completed secondary education or higher. 

The second round of the survey confirms these results. Just one person who got married 
under the age of 14 was covered by it (due to the limited number of respondents during 
the second survey), a woman, who has not completed her elementary education. At the 
same time, all respondents (with one exception) who have married after 18, have at 
least primary education. Almost 50% out of them have even completed secondary 
education. 

The gradual change in the traditions can be tracked through the fact that during the 
second survey 51,85% of the respondents answered that they had been dating for more 
than a month on our own. 

 

 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY PLANNING 
As explained in details in the report from the first survey, the Roma population in Veliko 
Turnovo region is composed by a big variety of Roma groups. The survey was done in a 
way to cover most of them. In the same way was performed the second round of the 
survey.  
Regarding children and family planning the survey revealed the following features:   
The average number of children in a family is 2,35. This number is slightly lower 
compared to the average number of children in Roma family at national level that is 
calculated at 2,6 during the last Population Census in 2011. At the same time this 
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number is significantly lower compared to the widely shared public stereotype – often 
repeated by media - that Roma have many children2. 
The tendency of decreasing the average number of children in Roma family is long-
standing tendency at national level in Bulgaria. Roma in Veliko Turnovo region 
completely fit within this tendency. 
The second round of the survey confirm the results from the first one that the group of 
Rudari is the one with the smallest average number of children – 2,18. Close to the 
average number for Veliko Turnovo region are Millet (Turkish speaking Roma Muslims) 
– 2,43 and the groups who declared themselves as Roma (they are mainly Burgudjii and 
Kaldarashi) – 2,44.      
 

 
 
Even among the groups with the highest number of children, the average does not 
exceed 3. It seems that the model of having two children is sustainable one among the 
group of Burgudjii. Although they appeared as one of the most conservative Roma group 
in Bulgaria3, Burgudjii have left aside the patriarchal pattern of having many children 
and appropriated two-children pattern even 2 generations ago. Similarly to Burgudjii, 
the group of Kaldarashi also have small number of children: two or three if the first two 
are girls. The tradition of this group requires the son to take care about the parents 
while the daughter becomes part of groom’s family. That is why Kaldarashi usually give 
birth to third child if the first ones are female.  
Summarising, the second round of the survey clearly confirmed the tendency for 
decreasing the average number of children in Roma community. Families with big 
number of kids still could be found but they are exceptions and do not influence the 
main trend. 
Similarly to the average number of children, the age for getting first child is linked with 
group differences. Most of those who declared having children before 18 belong to the 
traditional group of Burgudjii where the early arranged marriage is quickly followd by 

                                                 
2
 Center Amalipe, Beyond Anti-Roma Stereotypes 

3
 This fact could be explained with the nomadic lifestyle they managed to preserved until early 1960s when were 

forced to settle by the Communist regime  
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an early birth. The tendency for increasing the age for first birth could be also observed 
when comparing the respective percentages among the respondents from different age 
groups.  

 
The trends described are re-confirmed by the age for getting grandchildren. The 

average age for getting first grandchild among Roma in Veliko Turnovo region is around 
39 years according to the survey. Overall, the average of 39 years for first grandchild is 
proxy-indicator for the increase of the age for first birth. 

 
Contraception: The second round of the survey also confirmed that around half of Roma 
women who make sex do not use any form of contraception. The main reason is that this 
is considered mainly as men’s responsibility or that it is against the traditions (almost 
two thirds of the answers divided into two between the two answers mentioned above) 
Abortion is also considered as contraception: around 20 % of Romani women included 
in the survey pointed that they have used abortion as a mean of contraception.  
 

 
 
Medical staff, friends, television, internet and school (i.e. factors outside the family) are 
still the main sources of information regarding contraception. They are followed by 
Brothers/ sisters and by elderly people in the family. It seems that certain cultural 
taboos continue preventing the dissemination of information about contraception in the 
family environment. That is why certain outsider factors are used to fill the missing 
information. This shows that from one side working methods would be training, health 
lectures and so on, as well the peer approach (that have also been included as methods 
in the present project). At the same time the still existing taboos in the community about 
contraception and prevention need to further stress on such activities in the community. 
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS PARTNERSHIP 

The second round of the survey also confirms the fact that no matter what the real 
situation is, a sustainable tendency in the attitudes of people is the statement that 18 
year old is the reasonable age for getting married.  

The first question in Module 5 is aiming at following the tendencies when the 
public opinion (the opinion of your community neighbours) meters to an extent to 
define your actions. It is directly related to the attitude of the Roma towards early sexual 
life and their reproductive culture. Practically behind this question is hidden the 
following one: Is the age of 14–15 years appropriate for starting sexual (and respectively 
marital) life?  

Ivancho and Marijka live in two neighboring houses. They have known each 
other since they were born. When they become 14 – 15 they suddenly find out 
that they are in love with each other and want to make sex. What do they have 
to do?  

The survey registered even higher weight of the answers stating that they should 
wait until they become 18 showing that focussed intervention can’t so quickly change 
the practices but can establish a good start with changing the attitudes.  
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These answers are double checked by the questions in the value system, where 88 % of 
the respondents do not consider the age of 14 as an appropriate age for staring a sexual 
relation and around 2/3 of the people do not consider even the age of 18 as appropriate. 
At the same time, the changing of the old patriarchal traditions can be tracked through 
the fact that almost two thirds disagree that the boy and the girl should wait until the 
wedding to have a sexual relation (as it is shown on the graph above). 

The change in the patriarchal model of decision-making regarding the marriage can be 
further observed also in the following question: “Who has to give the permission to get 
married?” The first thing that we see is the shared responsibility of the parents of the 
couple and not one side dominating on the other. This tendency is even stringer 
compared to the survey from 2015. The second important point is that there is a shift of 
the weight of the opinion of the grandparents to that of the parents. This is also a sigh of 
modernization since according to the patriarchal tradition the decisions about the kin 
and the community are always taken by the eldest people in the kin.  

Who has to give them permission to get married  2015 2016 
It is up to the parents/grandparents of Ivancho 22,37% 4.26% 
It is up to the parents/grandparents of Marijka 15,71% 2.13 % 
The parents should decide together 50,09% 70.21 % 
It is up to other people in the community 3,14% 0% 
No body – if the boy and girl love each other they can get married 7,58% 19.15% 

Other 1,11% 4.26 % 
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This tendency is further confirmed by the question “One day Marijka is told by her 
parents that it is time for her to get married and they have found an appropriate husband 
for her. What should Marijka do?” 68.09 % of the answers insist that the girl should ask 
her parents not to marry her yet because she is too young vs. 23.40 % of the people who 
believe that she should accept the choice of her parents since this is the tradition and 
they know what is best for her. 

VALUES 

The first set of questions in this section explores the attitudes and values regarding 
family, establishing family and the social roles of man/women, children/parents. The 
survey shows that the value trends in the Roma community to a great extent reflect the 
tendencies in the macro society regarding the value of the marriage institution. The 
present survey points that almost 47% of the respondents share the opinion that 
marriage is out of date as an institution compared to 35.48% from the first round of the 
survey in 2015. The respondents however do not reject people living together but just 
the marriage as an institution. Therefore, 83.72% of them perceive people living 
together as a family and respect the right of people who have not get married to live 
together if they want to. At the same time, those who keep believing in the family 
institution have quite a steady belief in it. 46.51 % (which is slightly less than the first 
survey) state that marriage is a life commitment and cannot be broken. The processes of 
modernization are further illustrated with the fact that almost 76.64 % share that it is 
not the parents who should arrange the wedding of their children. In addition, the 
disagreement with the statement that a girl should get married at the earliest possible 
age in order to preserve her purity reaches almost 84%.  
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Do you think it is appropriate Total 

  yes no 
I do not  

know 

Marriage is out of date 46.51% 48.84% 4.65% 

People who have not get married have the right 
to live together if they want to 83.72% 16.28% 0 
Marriage is a life commitment and cannot be 
broken 46.51% 48.84% 4.65% 

It is the parents who should arrange the 
marriage of their children  23.26% 76.74% 0 

The girl should get married at the earliest 
possible age in order to preserve her purity  14.29% 83.33% 2.38% 

People who are not happy with their marriage 
have the right to get divorced 76.74% 13.95% 9.3% 

The woman has to have children in order to be 
a real woman 55.81% 41.86 2.33% 

The man has to have children in order to be a 
real man 47.62% 47.62% 4.76% 

In order for the child to be happy, it needs to be 
raised together with his mother and father 76.74% 20.93 2.33% 

A woman can have a baby even if she is not 
married (to be a single mother)  63.41 31.71 4.88% 

When children become 18 – 20 they have to 
start living independently from their parents 34.88% 55.81% 9.3% 

A mother who works can have the same warm 
and giving relation with her child as the mother 
who does not work 79.07% 20.93% 0 

It is more appropriate for the mother to take 
care of the child herself instead of sending it to 
a kindergarten 46.51% 51.16% 2.33% 

Older children should take care of the younger 72.09% 23.26% 4.65% 

A boy/a girl should first finish school and then 
start a family. 88.37% 11.63% 0% 

 

In addition to this a couple of questions tried to follow the family role and the 
responsibilities within the family (including gender roles and responsibilities). It is 
confirmed by one of the questions above which grants the necessary respect and 
importance to working women. 79.07% of the respondents agree that a mother who 
works can have the same warm and giving relation with her child as the mother who 
does not work which is even higher compared to the first round of the survey. This 
change can be also seen in another pattern in the community. Not long time ago it had 
been perceived as an appropriate by the community if the mother would send the 
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children to kindergarten instead of taking care about them at home. This automatically 
implied that she was not a good mother. Now we see that more than half of the 
respondents disagree with this community norm from the near past. Yet, it is still related 
to a great extend to group specifics. For example, the elderly women in the conservative 
Burgudjii group still belief that it is not appropriate the child to be sent to kindergarten 
by its mother. 

The tendencies describes above can be well followed when moving to the gender roles 
and responsibilities regarding children and taking care of the children. Here the 
emancipation process is even more empathically visible. 75.56% of the respondents 
agree that the father and the mother should have shared responsibilities regarding the 
bringing up of the children and their education. The latter used to be a field definitely 
occupied by the women in the family. 

Still, in both issues: financial and gender responsibilities about raising children, a 
difference in the opinion of male and female respondents can be observed but it is not 
that big to influence significantly the general trend of modernization. 

Who should be taking care for 
bringing up children and their 
education?   

the father 0 

the mother 24.44% 

both, man and woman 75.56% 

other  0 

 

The last section aims to explore in terms of sexuality and values regarding sexual 
relations, abortion, and specifically issues related to early marriages. The issue of 
abortions is a sensitive and at the same time an important marker for the Roma family 
value system. The ambiguity of the issue reveals two very important points. The first one 
is that most of the people consider abortion before the age of 16 as inappropriate. 
Probably this is connected not just with the understanding of the healthy aspect of the 
issue but also with the perspective of the high value of children in the Roma community.  
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We can follow the same tendency regarding sexual intercourse in general. A positive 
sign is that more than 88% of the respondents do not accept sexual intercourse before 
the age of 14, and 61,9 % think that even 18 years is still an early age for sexual 
intercourse. Here again the percentages are higher among the women, which already 
shows that they are more likely to change their perception about early marriages having 
in mind these two basic issues: sexual intercourse and abortion. Most probably this is 
based on their personal experience which men do not have so a higher percentage of the 
latter are likely to accept sexual relations before the age of 14. Therefore, when 
designing campaigns and actions for combating early marriages women should be the 
basic target groups since there the change is more likely to happen quicker. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Due to the short period of time between the two rounds of the survey we can hardly 
observe great change in the values and attitudes since they are among the most 
concervative elements in a people’s culture. At the same time the communities where 
the strongest interventions within the project took place already show indicators for a 
change not just in overcoming traditional conservative practices but also gendr roles in 
the community and sharing responsibilities. This is already a huge step forward for 
empowering women and overcoming gender based violence in traditional communities. 

At the same time the survey in Bulgaria (both rounds) show a very strong role of 
education, economic status and community mobilization for fostering the change which 
needs to be further explored. 
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ITALY 

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENTS 
The majority of the sample lives in rented apartments or ERP apartments, mainly in the 
Quartiere 4 and 5 of Florence, followed by respondents living in prefab houses and 
barracks in Poderaccio camp and in a village with 10 prefab houses (Guarlone) in the 
south area of Florence. 

As detailed in the table n.1 – type of accommodation: little more than half of the 
participants (51.1%), declared to live in a individual house, 24.4% declared to live in 
barrack, prefab or similar type of house, 11.1% declared to live in apartment in a block 
with less than 10 flats, 8.9% declared to live in apartment in block with more than 10 
flats. None of the interviewees of our sample lives in dormitory or in a part of house. 

The average of the components for household is 5.6. and the majority of the respondents 
(68%) lives with  the generation of their children. 
The extended families (with three generations: 
children, parents and grandparents) represent the 
18% of the sample.  

11% of the respondents declared living with their 
own generations (such as couples and siblings in 
the same household) and only 4% of the 
participants live with the parents (table n. 2 
generations in a household).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demographic profile of the 
respondents 
As in the first phase of the research, more than half of the respondents are man. 
We have interviewed 45 people of which 58% of men and 42% of women. 

18% 

67% 

4% 
11% 

table n.2 - GENERATIONS IN A HOUSEHOLD 

Your generation, children
and parents

Your generation and your
children

Your generation and the
generation of your parents

Your generation

 51.1% 

 11.1% 

 13.3% 

 24.4% 

table n. 1 - TYPE OF ACCOMODATION 

a.       In a separate house

b.      In a part of a house

c.       In an apartment in a block
with less than 10 flats
d.      In an apartment in a block
with more than 10 flats
e.       Apartment in a dormitory

f.        Barrack or a similar type
of house

58% 

42% 

table n.3 - GENDER 

a. Male

b. Female
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 (table n.3 – gender). 

The majority of the male interviewed 
is over 30 (24% between 30 and 39 
years; 18% between 40 and 49 years; 
36% between 50 and 59 years); 16% 
of the respondents is aged between 19 
and 29; 4% of the respondents is 
under 18 and 2% is over 60%.  There 
aren’t respondents in the age between 
14 and 18. (table n. 4.a age of male) 
The female sample is distributed as 
follows: 39% of the respondents is 
aged between 30 and 39 years, 17% is 

aged between 40 and 49 years as well as for the age between 50 and 59 years, 16% is 
between 19 and 29 years and 12% of the respondents is between 14 and 18 years. (table 
n. 4.b age of female) 
 

  

In terms of ethnic identification, the participants to this follow up research reflect the 
characteristics of the Roma groups in Florence area.  

The Roma subgroups in the sample are distributed as follows: 58% of the respondents 
declared to be Roma from Macedonia, 27% of the respondents declared to be Roma from 
Kosovo, 7% of the respondents declared to be Ascalie and finally Roma from Serbia 
(4%) and Bosnia (4%).   

0% 12% 

16% 

20% 

52% 

table n.4.a - AGE OF MALE 

a.       Between 14 and 18

b.      Between 19 and 29

c.       Between 30 and 39

d.      Between 40 and 49

e.       Between 50 and 59

11% 

16% 

39% 

17% 

17% 

table n. 4.b - AGE OF FEMALE 

a.       Between 14 and 18

b.      Between 19 and 29

c.       Between 30 and 39

d.      Between 40 and 49

e.       Between 50 and 59

58% 27% 

4% 
4% 

7% 

table n. 5 - IDENTIFICATION 

Macedonia

Kosovo

Bosnia

Serbia

Ascalie
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In our sample a high percentage of women has a low level of education: 21% has 
attended elementary school and 27% hasn’t completed the primary school. On the other 
hand, men has a slightly higher level of education, with half of the respondents that 
completed the primary school. A very low percentage of respondents (male and female) 
attended or completed the high school.   
(table n.6.a and table n.6.b – EDUCATION (M) and (F)) 

  
 

 

MARRIAGES AND PARTNERSHIPS  
 
The majority of the respondents is or has been married, with an official (37%) or a 
traditional ceremony (10.9%) or both (34,8%), but no one has been married by a 
religious leader 
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Taking into account the results of the first survey and comparing them with these follow 
up interviews, we note some new replies: one person declared to live with his partner 
without any form of marriage, two women indicated their status as separated and three 
people declared to be single. 
 
 
How many of the people in your sample have a 
permanent partner, with whom they live 
together (Q5) 
Almost all the respondents have a permanent 
partner, with whom they live together, within 
or out of the marriage (1 respondent). The 
women that indicated their status as 
separated live with a new partner and they 
declared that the actual partner is not the first 
they’re living with. Single respondents (7%), 
that are living with their parents or sibling, 
indicated other as answer.  
(table n. 8 – first partner) 
 
 
What is the age of starting cohabitation (Q7): 
The average age of starting cohabitation is 18.5 years. No one of the respondents started 
living with the partner before the age of 14;  the lowest age reported is 14 (more than 
one case) and the highest is 24 (female from Macedonia between 50 and 59 years – 
primary school completed). The majority of our female sample (63%) has married, with 
official or traditional ceremony, between 14 and 18 years, against male sample in which 
more than half of the respondents (54%) started living with the partner at the age 
between 18 and 20 years.  
(table n. 9 – age starting cohabitation) 
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table n. 8 - Is/was your first 
partner/marriage you are living with? 

 Yes

No, I had one
marriage/partner
before

d. Other
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Between 14 and 18

Between 18 and 20
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table n. 9 - AGE STARTING CO-HABITATION male
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AGE OF 
MARRI
AGE OF 
WOME
N 

NO 
EDUCA
TION 

UNCOMPL
ETED 

ELEMENT
ARY 

ELEMEN
TARY 

UNCOMPL
ETED 

PRIMARY 

PRIM
ARY 

UNCOMPL
ETED 

SECONDA
RY 

 
SECOND

ARY 

14 -  
18 

  2 2 1 1     

18 – 
20 

2 1 1 3 1     

> 20     1   2 1 1 

 
AGE OF 
MARRIA
GE OF 
MEN 

NO 
EDUCA
TION 

UNCOMPL
ETED 

ELEMENT
ARY 

ELEMEN
TARY 

UNCOMPL
ETED 

PRIMARY 

PRIM
ARY 

UNCOMPL
ETED 

SECONDA
RY 

 
SECOND

ARY 

14 -  18     2   4     

18 – 20  1   1 1 9 4 1 

> 20         3     
 
Comparing the marital age with the level of education we confirm the relation between 
these data and we can report again that most of the parents of teenagers interviewed 
declared that they wanted their children to “set up properly” (e.g. finishing school and 
finding a job) before getting married.  
No civic marriage has occurred in the period between the two surveys, in order to report 
significant correlation. 
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY PLANNING.  
The results from the survey shows that the average number of children per family is 3,5 
(3.7 in the first survey). As previously reported, this birth-rate is more than two times 
higher than the one of Italian women (1.3). The largest share of the respondents has 3 
children (43%) and 4 children (26%). 12% of the respondents have 5 children and 10% 
have 2 children. The lower percentages correspond to the respondents with more than 5 
children (5%) or one child (5%). (table n.10 - How many children do you have?) 
 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

1 2 3 4 5 >5 

5% 10% 43% 26% 12% 5% 
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table n.10 - How many children do you 
have? 
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About correlation between number of 
children and age of the parents: almost 
half of the respondents with more than 
4 children (41%) or 3 children (44%) is 
older than 50 years.  
The answers about the age of getting child indicates that a large share of the 
respondents with more than 3 children is older than 50 and they had their first child in 
the age range 14-18, against the 73% of the respondents with less than 3 children that 
had their first child in the age range 18-20. Crossing these data it is possible assume that 
changes in the composition in the new families are occurring, in relation to the age of 
getting child and the dimension of the households. (table n.10.a; 10.b; 10.c Age of getting 
child) 

   
 
 
  

 

 

 

 50-59 40-49 30-39 19-29 

>4 41% 12% 29% 18% 
3 44% 17% 39% 0% 

<3 14% 43% 14% 29% 
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The totality of men declared again of not using any particular contraception method as 
in the first survey. When the mediator asked why, the majority said that it is against the 
tradition and against the religion (all the respondents are Muslims). On the other side, 
52% of the women use a method of contraception (condoms, pills against pregnancy or 
spiral). As in the first survey the impression is that men consider contraception as a 
matter for women . About women respondents we can report a change about this field: 
abortion (34% in the first survey) is not indicated between the alternatives to this 
question. (table n. 12.a and 12.b – Usage of contraception method) 

 
  

ATTITUDES TOWARDS PARTNERSHIP 
 
Comparing data with results of the first survey in relation to the vignette exploring 
partnership, it is possible to notice a change of point of view towards the sphere of 
decision of starting age for sexual (and marital) life. In detail, the percentage of answers 
related to wait to the 18 years of age has risen: 40% of women indicated that Marco and 
Mara have to wait until they become 18 to have sex, against 16% of the first survey. 
(table n. 13.a and 13.b - Marco and Mara are 14/15 they are in love and they want to have 
sex- what shall they do? ) 
 

28% 

29% 

29% 

14% 

table n. 11. a - Age for getting 
grandchildren - women 

30-35

35-40

40-45

45-50

18% 

29% 47% 

6% 

table n. 11.b - Age for getting 
grandchildren - men 

30-35

35-40

40-45

45-50

10% 

10% 

32% 

11% 

16% 

21% 

table n. 12.a - Usage of  
contraception  

method - women 

a.       Condoms

b.      Pills against
pregnancy for the women

d.      Spiral

e.       Interruption
intercourse

g. Traditional methods

i. Never use any specific
methods

j. I do not make se1

100% 

table n. 12. b - Usage of contraception  
method - men 

Never use any
specific methods
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Women who participated to this second survey seems as more connected with the 
patriarchal tradition than the women interviewed in the first phase of the research. 
There is seems to be a correlation between the high percentage of answers related to the 
permission of the parents and the group of Roma from Macedonia, that in the first phase 
was less represented. Little more than half of the female sample thought that the 
permission of the parents is needed about the choice to get married and consequently to 
have sex. Finally, 74%, against 47% of the first survey, reported the importance of 
having the families (e.g. parents and grandparents of the couple) agreeing together in 
relation to the choice of the marriage. About men interviewed there’s no relevant change 
about their opinion on these issues.  
Likewise, in relation to the question about what Marco and Mara have to do if their 
parents do not allow them to start living together, 50% of the women respondents 
agreed on the decision that they have to wait until the age of 18 years (the percentage 
has increased of 15% compared to the answers of the previous survey). On the other 
hand the replies of the men respondents don’t match with the first interviews, probably 
correlated to the fact that in the first phase  younger men were more represented. (table 
n. 13.c and 13.d - What should Marco and Mara do if their parents do not allow them to 
start living together) 

 

 
 

33% 

50% 

17% 

table n. 13.c - What should Marco and 
Mara do if their parents do not allow 
them to start living together - women 

  They have to obey their 
parents’ decision in all cases  

They have to wait until they
get 18

 If they are in love no
conditions should prevent
them from having sex

83% 

17% 

table n. 13. d - What should Marco and 
Mara do if their parents do not allow 

them to start living together - men 

They have to obey their 
parents’ decision in all 
cases  

 They have to wait until
they get 18

55% 
40% 

5% 

table n. 13. a - Marco and Mara are 14/15 
they are in love and they want to have 

sex- what shall they do?  - women 

  To ask their
parents for
permission

 To wait until they
become 18

They can make sex if
they are in love

8% 0% 8% 

84% 

table n. 13.b -Marco and Mara are 14/15 
they are in love and they want to have sex- 

what shall they do?  - men 
  To ask their parents
for permission

 To wait until they
become 18

They can make sex if
they are in love

They can make sex
only if they are
married
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With reference to the final question of the module, the percentage of the male and 

female samples are similar. Almost half of the respondents (40%) gave much more 

importance to the accomplishment of studies before starting a family and more than half 

of the total sample (55%) agreed about considering an arranged early marriage as a not 

hoped option.  

 

 
 
 

VALUES.  
 

On combined marriage and early marriage 

The most significant changes are reported with reference to the statement “The girl 
should get married at the earliest possible age in order to preserve her purity”:  
94% of women (against 67% in the first survey) not agreed with this sentence and, 
although purity is considered a very important matter for all the sample, the increase of 
the percentage of women not favorable to early marriage could be correlated to the 
implementation of the project. 
 

On definition of womanliness and manhood  

Having children seems to be an important aspect that defines womanliness and 
manhood (The woman has to have children in order to be a real woman / The man 
has to have children in order to be a real man), but in comparison with the first 
survey, the men respondents are more flexible about these assumptions than the 
previous (77% and 81% of the male sample don’t agree with both sentences against 
48% and 45% of the first survey). 
 
On family and children 

Probably due to the older age of the sample, a large share of the respondents thinks that 
children have to live with the parents even after the age of 18-20 years (81% women 
and 42% men), against the conviction expressed in the first survey (22% women and 
6% men). These data, correlated to the widespread agreement of the sample on the idea 

43% 

55% 

2% 

table n. 13.f - One day Mara is told by her 
parents that it is time for her to get 

married…What should Marijka have to do? 

Accept the choice of her parents

Ask them not to marry her yet
because she is still young

Run away to escape from the
marriage

Other

42% 

40% 

2% 
9% 0% 7% 

table n. 13.e - Why they should wait for 
having sex  

 First they have to do a
wedding

They have to finish school

 They are still young – they 
would not know what to do 
to enjoy it 
They are still young – they 
would not know how to 
protect themselves 
e.       Other
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that A boy/a girl should first finish school and then start a family”, confirm the 
parents’ opinion about children that should “settle down” before starting a family.  

Another significant change could be observed in relation to the opinion about the 
statement A single woman to give birth to a child and raise it alone: 63% of the 
female respondents consider it as appropriate against the 22% of the first female 
sample.  
 

  WOMEN MEN 

  YES NO I 
DON’T 
KNOW 

YES NO I 
DON’T 
KNOW 

a)Marriage is out of date 50% 50%   96% 4%   

b) People who have not 
get married have the 
right to live together if 
they want to 

63% 25% 13% 96%   4% 

 c)Marriage is a life 
commitment and cannot 
be broken 

69% 31%   12% 85% 4% 

d) It is the parents who 
should arrange the 
marriage of their 
children 

50% 38% 13% 27% 73%   

e) The girl should get 
married at the earliest 
possible age in order to 
preserve her purity 

6% 94%   19% 81%   

f) People who are not 
happy with their 
marriage have the right 
to get divorced 

94%   6% 96% 4%   

g)The woman has to 
have children in order 
to be a real woman 

19% 69% 13% 23% 77%   

h)The man has to have 
children in order to be a 
real man 

19% 69% 13% 19% 81%   

i)  In order for the child 
to be happy, it needs to 
be raised together with 
his mother and father 

100%     100%     

j)A woman can have a 
baby even if she is not 
married (to be a single 
mother) 

31% 63% 6% 31% 69%   
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k)When children 
become 18 – 20 they 
have to start living 
independently from 
their parents 

19% 81% 0% 58% 42%   

l) A mother who works 
can have the same 
warm and giving 
relation with her child 
as the mother who does 
not work 

100%     100%     

m)It is more 
appropriate for the 
mother to take care of 
the child herself instead 
of sending it to a 
kindergarten 

  100%   23% 77%   

n)Older children should 
take care of the younger 

100%     96% 4%   

o) A boy/a girl should 
first finish school and 
then start a family 

100%     96%   4% 

 

 

  WOMEN MEN 

  YES NO I 
DON’T 
KNOW 

YES NO I 
DON’T 
KNOW 

a) An abortion if the 
woman is under 16 

24% 71% 6% 7% 89% 4% 

b) An abortion when 
the woman is married 
and already has 
children 

41% 53% 6% 18% 79% 4% 

 c) An abortion if the 
baby is of a man she 
does not love? 

21% 60% 19% 36% 57% 7% 

d) A woman having a 
relation with another 
man than her husband 

6% 88% 6% 0% 96% 4% 

e) A man having a 
relation with other 
woman then his wife 

6% 88% 6%   96% 4% 
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f) A woman and a man 
living together as a 
couple without being 
married 

69% 31% 6% 96% 7%  

g) Divorce 94% 6%   100%     

h) A single woman to 
give birth to a child 
and raise it alone 

63% 44%  21% 79%   

i) Sexual relations 
before the age of 14 

6% 94%   4% 93% 4% 

j) Sexual relations 
before the age of 18 

25% 75% 6% 0% 21% 79% 

k) Sexual relations 
before marriage 

6% 82% 12% 11% 89%   

l) Prostitution   100%     100,00%   

m)   the parents have to 
decide whom their 
child should get 
married 

47% 47% 6% 25% 71% 4% 

n) The girl should 
elope if she doesn’t 
love the man she has to 
marry with? 

53% 41% 6% 44% 50% 6% 

o) The parents should 
ask for money from the 
groom’s side if their 
daughter is a virgin 
before the marriage 

35% 65%  46% 54%  

p)   The girl and the 
boy should elope if 
they do not have the 
permission of their 
parents 

29% 65% 6% 25% 75%  

q) The girls and the 
boy should elope if the 
boy’s parents do not 
have the money asked 
from the girl’s parents 

34% 65%  30% 66% 4% 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS  
 
In this second survey we worked with a sample group slightly different in terms of age 
and identification (an higher percentage of Roma from Macedonia and older 
respondents) and the results could be influenced by these characteristics. Especially 
with reference to the system of values we didn’t observe significant changes, probably 
related to the age of the respondents (more than half of the male sample is older than 50 
years) and to the prevalence of deeply rooted opinion in this target group. 
But analyzing the two surveys we observe an interesting trend in favour of the 
affirmation of the idea that children have to settle down properly (accomplishment of 
education/job/house) before getting married and starting a family. Actually early 
marriage is not a widespread option in the groups surveyed and it seems it doesn’t 
belong at all at the younger generation of parents, that are more favourable to wait 
(even until the age of 18-20 years of their children) before let children get married. With 
consequences on the characteristics of the households that are decreasing in size: the 
“two generations pattern”(parents and children) is the most widely reported and large 
families with at least three generations are less represented in our sample. Nevertheless 
patriarchal model seems to be prevailing and parents have an important role in the 
decision making process in the Roma families surveyed, particularly with matter 
concerning the education and the future of the children, such as the marriage. 
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MAIN CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Early/arranged/forced marriages still exist among many Roma people today although 
they can be less and less considered a “Roma” tradition. The problem exists to a different 
extent among different Roma groups and social strata in the different regions and in the 
different countries: early marriages are not characteristic for all Roma communities in 
the three partner countries! In addition, there is a clear trend for overcoming early 
marriages, which takes place together with the process of modernization of the 
community. This trend is common for the three countries: Slovenia, Bulgaria and Italy. 

Although the two rounds of the survey have been done within a very short period of 
time in order to measure sustainable and deep change (especially having in mind that 
changing values and attitudes is the most difficult and slow change) we can firmly say 
that we can track a clear tendency for modernization and overcoming harmful 
traditional practices in the Roma community. An observation that can be done on the 
bases of the project activities is that: 

1. This process can be fostered and speeded up if there is a specific targeting 
intervention in the Roma community 

2. The processes are faster and more sustainable if the change starts from the 
community, with the resources of the community, empowering the people and 
especially the women in the community 

3. A necessary impulse to the process is the awareness raising, the involvement and 
the devoted cooperation of all institutions related to the issue. 

Meanwhile, we can outline several outcomes from the survey: 

1. The age of early cohabitation and marriage is being raised: the Roma 
that reject early cohabitation (under the age of 16) are now much more than those who 
accept it. The percentage of the Roma, for whom cohabitation under the age of 14 is 
acceptable, is very small as this age is not considered appropriate. 

2. Education proves to be the most important factor, influencing the raised 
age of early cohabitation: the higher the education level is, the later the family is 
created. Other important factors are the economic status and the living conditions: 
poor Roma people and those living in bad conditions create families earlier. 

3. It is becoming a more common trend for the family to be created by the 
young people, not by the parents: the idea that the parents should decide who their 
children will marry is becoming increasingly unacceptable. However, still around one 
third of the respondents approve it, which is an evidence of the patriarchal mentality 
still living in a considerable part of the Roma community. 

 The practice of the girl to run away with the boy if the parents do not give their 
consent may be defined today as acceptable. The payment of dowry today is widely 
disapproved by the Roma even when the girl is virgin: in this respect there is a 
substantial difference between the Roma groups and the different countries, as in some 
of them this practice is still very common. 
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4. Today simple family households unquestionably prevail over extended 
families: similarly to the majority population of the given countries, today the Roma live 
in a nuclear, not extended family, as was the case not so long ago. 

There is a trend of overcoming the traditional family and marital attitudes and 
acceptance of modern ones: this has been confirmed by all major trends, described 
above.  The Roma community is on the way from patriarchality to modernity, and still 
large strata of it have traditional family attitudes but the share of Roma people with 
more liberal and modern attitudes is increasing and is already prevailing. 


