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Main conclusions
• As in previous years, the period of 2016-2017 does not mark any 

significant advances in the implementation of the NRIS. 

• Improvements have been observed in:

• - the usage of EU funds for Roma inclusion: especially ESF and 
partly ERDF funds, while the engagement of the EAFRD remains 
problematic) and 

• - education: especially in reducing early school leaving and 
increasing participation in different levels of education, although 
segregation remains a problem. 

• Deterioration is obvious in the fields of governance (especially 
regarding the legitimacy of the National Roma Contact Point 
(NRCP) and the consultative process with civil society) and 
antigypsyism (with a significant rise in anti-Roma rhetoric, 
publications and even actions). 

• Serious challenges, however, remain in all fields. 



Main conclusions in education

• New developments in mainstream education policy and the political 
attention on ensuring full attendance in pre-school and primary 
school education

• The attendance of Roma children in pre-school education has 
increased but still is below average. The existence of financial 
barriers (e.g., kindergarten fees), the lack of an intercultural 
perspective, and the lack of modern teaching methods form the 
most serious challenges regarding their access to quality pre-school 
education.

• An advance has been achieved regarding the enrolment of Roma in 
primary school and reducing the dropout rate. Certain challenges 
remain, especially in ensuring enrolment into secondary schools 
(grade 8-12) and developing of education in rural areas.

• Significant remaining challenges in promoting ethnically- mixed, 
inclusive education and desegregation. 



To the Ministry of Education and Science:
1. Increase the enrolment of Roma children in early childhood education:

• eliminating all types of fees in compulsory pre-school at kindergartens;

• introducing the full-day organisation of pre-school classes at schools;

• encouraging the introduction of intercultural education and modern 
teaching methods. 

2. To support inclusive, ethnically-mixed education and the desegregation 
of “Roma” schools through activities that include but are not limited to: 

• Purposefully organising the implementation of the anti-segregation 
wording in the Pre-school and School Education Act, including by 
preventing the formation of new segregated classes and groups; 

• Changing the standard for civic, health, environmental and intercultural 
education by limiting the number of years a child can be educated in a 
mono-ethnic environment;

• Directing the necessary financial resources at local level for 
implementing local desegregation policies.



To the Ministry of Education and Science:

3. To further develop the necessary mechanisms for early 
school-leaving prevention, increase enrolment into quality 
secondary education and develop education in rural areas: 
including by supporting the transformation of primary 
schools from rural areas into Unified Schools, integrating 
Roma pupils into “innovative schools”, etc.

4. To reform the financing system for education in primary 
and secondary schools to provide larger financial resources 
to schools integrating Roma pupils and to schools that are 
the only ones in a settlement.



To the National Assembly:

• 1. To make pre-school education 
compulsory and free of charge from age 
four;

• 2. To restrict education in schools with 
students from one ethnicity located in 
multi-ethnic settlements.



To the municipalities:

Implement systematic, comprehensive action at municipal 
level for Roma educational integration that includes, 
inter alia: 

• eliminating fees for kindergartens or reducing financial 
barriers to pre-school education;

• supporting systematically and purposefully the schools 
that integrate Roma students, including through 
additional components under the delegated budget 
formula.

• implementing initiatives aimed at desegregation at 
municipal level, including closure or transformation of 
segregated “Roma schools”, prevention of segregation 
and integration of Roma students into ethnically-mixed 
schools.



Thank you for your attention!

• The report is available at:

• https://cps.ceu.edu/roma-civil-monitor-
reports

• New report is expected for  2018 with 
chapters on:  education, employment,  
healthcare and living conditions 
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